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Background: The SARS-CoV-2 pandemic shows again the significant impact and toll that infectious 
diseases(IDs) carry in the pediatric population. An association between ADHD and IDs has been 
previously documented, including COVID-19, influenza, and childhood shigellosis5. 
Objective: to test the possibility that ADHD is associated with increased likelihood for IDs at large. 

Methods: A population-based case-control study was conducted using EMR Leumit Health Services 
(LHS). The study population consisted of all individuals (5-18 years), members of LHS between 01-01-
2006 to 06-30-2021. Cases: children with   ICD-9/10 ADHD diagnosis. Controls included randomly 
selected non-ADHD subjects (2:1 ratio), matched individually by demographic indices.  

Results:  
 

There were significantly higher rates of physicians' visits for those with ADHD. 

Conclusions: Study found an association between pediatric ADHD and childhood infectious 
diseases. Considering the high prevalence of ADHD, these findings are a significant public health 
concern. Therefore, special awareness of physicians is warranted.  


